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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the request for reconsideration received 1/13/06. 

2. Claims 1-104 are pending in the application. Claims 1, 6, 1 1, 16, 21, 28, 35, 42, 49, 56, 
63, 70, 77, 84, 91, and 98, are independent claims. 

3. Claims 1-104 remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentablt over Alam. 
Claim 21 rejected under 35 U.S.C 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention has been withdrawn pursuant to applicant's arguments. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-104 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Alam 
et al„ USPN 6,336,124 filed (7/7/1999). 

In reference to independent claim 21, Alam teaches: 

The determination whether the input data is in a format supported as an input format 
(compare to "identifying a source of data"). See column 5, lines 20-25. 

The process may first recognize the input format, such as WORD, of the input document 
(compare to "identifying the source device format type"). See column 7, lines 25-30. 
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The one or more output formats may be specified by the user, all or one or more output 
formats supported by method, and /or determined based upon the application or device to which 
the converted data output is outputted (compare to "identifying a target device"). See column 5, 
lines 37-45. 

The process may first recognize the input format, such as WORD, of the input document. 
If the tags of the input document are recognizable, then dictionary tags for that input format or 
type may be utilized (compare to "instantiating a source device format document based on the 
source device format type"). See column 7, lines 25-35. 

The data stored in the intermediate format is converted to one or more of the supported 
output formats. The output formats maybe one or more versions of HTML, XML, CSS, sand 
separate pages, PDF, TIF, and other key formats (compare to "instantiating a target device 
format document based on the target device format type"). See column 12, lines 53-60. 

If the tags of the input document are recognizable, then dictionary tags for that input 
format or type may be utilized to translate the located tags into the intermediate format (compare 
to "converting the source data for use in the source device format document"). See column 7, 
lines 26-3 1 . The elements found within the source document as taught by Alam would have 
provided a proficient and similar example of a proposed element parsed within a document. 

Tags contain information about the specific portion such as identification as a heading, a 
table, a paragraph, or a list, font etc. (compare to "generating source page elements with 
identifying source tags within the source device format document'). See column 7, lines 32-47. 

The tags may be utilized to facilitate execution of subsequent steps. If results of such 
subsequent steps conflict with the information contain in the tags, the results from the steps 
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preferably supersede or replace the information in the tags (compare to "populating source page 
elements with associated source data"). See column 7, lines 35-48. 

Output format blocks are generated for each block of the intermediate format. Output 
format blocks are created such that the coordinates of the output format blocks in the output 
format style sheet correspond to coordinates of the intermediate format blocks (compare to 
"identifying page elements in the target device format type and generating target page 
elements with identifying target tags corresponding to source page elements"). See column 13, 
lines 1-29. 

The fonts of each intermediate format block is mapped to a font in the output format font 
such that each block in the intermediate format fits in the corresponding output format text 
blocks. After completion of all iterations, an output RTF or HTML with style sheets format 
document is outputted (compare to "transforming attributes associated with the generated 
target page elements according to attributes associated with the target device format 
document'). See column 13, lines 5-34. 

Blocks in the intermediate format may be processed individually such that process is 
executed once for each intermediate format block, in multiple groups such that the process is 
executed once for each group of intermediate format blocks, or all at once such that process is 
executed once for all the intermediate format blocks (compare to "identifying transformation 
parameters for transforming target page elements based on the differences between the source 
device format type and the target device format type"). See column 13, lines 10-54. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
utilized the multiple ways to process format blocks as taught by Alam as a way to provide 
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parameters for transforming attributes because it gives the system a means of parsing through 
text using different sets of rules, which provide a similar employment as parameters, that would 
allow for a direct conversion between two distinct formats. 
In reference to dependent claim 22, Alam teaches: 

The elements found within the source document as taught by Alam would have provided 
a proficient and similar example of a proposed element parsed within a document. 

Tags generally contain information about the specific portion such as identification as a 
heading, a table, a paragraph, or a list, font etc. (compare to "generating source page elements 
with identifying source tags within the source device format document'). See column 7, lines 
32-47. 

In reference to dependent claim 23, Alam teaches: 

Tags generally contain information about the specific portion such as identification as a 
heading, a table, a paragraph, list, and/or other information such as alignment, font, etc. See 
column 7, lines 33-40. 

In reference to dependent claim 24, Alam teaches: 

Locating and storing tags in the input format document. See column 7, lines 14-16. 
In reference to dependent claim 25, Alam teaches: 

The information stored in the intermediate format may include one or more blocks. Each 
block may be a paragraph, an element in a table, all or a portion of the table, depending upon the 
spacing of the elements of the table, or an image. See column 13, lines 5-15. 
In reference to dependent claim 26, Alam teaches: 
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The information stored in the intermediate format may include one or more blocks. Each 
block may be a paragraph, an element in a table, all or a portion of the table, depending upon the 
spacing of the elements of the table, or an image. See column 13, lines 5-15. 
In reference to dependent claim 27, Alam teaches: 

The fonts of each intermediate format block is mapped to a font in the output format font 
such that each block in the intermediate format fits in the corresponding output format text 
blocks. After completion of all iterations, an output RTF or HTML with style sheets format 
document is outputted. 

In reference to claims 1-5, 28-34, and 35-41, the method claims reflect similar instructions 
used for performing the format transforming methods as claimed in 21-27. Therefore, in further 
view of the following, the claims are rejected under similar rationale. 
In reference to claims 6-10, 42-48, 49-55, and 56-62, the system claims reflect similar 
instructions used for performing the format transforming methods as claimed in 21-27. 
Therefore, in further view of the following, the claims are rejected under similar rationale. 
In reference to claim 11-20, 63-104, the claims reflect the computer program and the apparatus 
used for performing the format transforming methods as claimed in 21-27. Therefore, in further 
view of the following set of rejections, the claims have been rejected under similar rationale. 

Response to Arguments 
6. Applicant's arguments filed 1/13/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 
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On page 3 of the request for reconsideration applicant states that Alam fails to explicitly 
disclose, teach, or suggest: 

"...identifying transformation parameters for transforming target page elements based 
on the differences between the source device format type and target device format type". 

The Examiner points out that column 7, lines 5-15 state that each intermediate format 
block may be an image, a paragraph, an element in a table, or all or a portion of the table. 
Furthermore, A determination is made whether the selected word is in the current line. To 
determine whether the selected word is in the current line, the appropriate Y coordinate(s), i.e., in 
the vertical direction, of the selected word are compared with the appropriate Y coordinates of 
the previous word. After the words are joined into lines and the lines joined into paragraphs, 
tables are located. One method of locating tables from a document in the original input format 
generally comprises evaluating a horizontal projection profile of the document. The reference 
suggests the utilization of parameters in the transformation of data from one format into another 
based on tables. See column 12, lines 35-67. 

Applicant, on page 4 of the response, believes the Alam reference fails to disclose, teach, 
or suggest: 

"...transforming the page elements in the target document based on a transformation 

table". 

The Alam reference illustrates in Figure 16, a flow diagram with a second process to 
convert an intermediate format document to a tabular HTML output document. Process attempts 
to partition each non-divisable cell generated by the first process and places each intermediate 
format block at the corresponding coordinate in the output tabular HTML document. 
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Specifically, a first cell of all the macro tables is selected. The first cell may be the cell having 
the smallest upper left X coordinate and/or the smallest upper left Y coordinate. Each cell may 
include one or more intermediate format blocks. The conversion process may be utilized to 
convert data representing a document to a format suitable for display in a display having 
configuration different from thosefor which the input format is suitable. See column 14, lines 50- 
67 and column 15, lines 1-67. 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew J. Ludwig whose telephone number is 571-272-4127. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am-6:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on 571-272-4124. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/QdL' 

ML ^ 
April 3, 2006 



